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Bill No. 7986

Introduced in Council: Adopted by Council:
May 1, 2023
Introduced by: Referred to:
Municipal Planning Commission
Mary Beth Hoover Planning, Streets and Traffic

Bill No. 7986 - A BILL to amend the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Charleston, as
amended, by adding Section 24-100-11 relating to off-premise electronic message
boards.

Now, therefore, be it ordained by the Council of the City of Charleston:

That Section 24-100-11 of the Zoning Ordinance for the City of Charleston, as amended,
is hereby added to read as follows:

Sec. 24-100-11 Off-Premise Electronic Message Board

Off-premise electronic message boards may only be erected if the applicant for the
proposed new sign removes and/or uninstalls other active nonconforming off-premise
signs in their possession whose square footage equals at least double the square footage
of the proposed new sign’s total square footage.

Existing off-premise signs may be converted to an off-premise electronic message
board only if an amount equaling the square footage of the converted sign’s total square
footage is removed from other active nonconforming off-premise signs in the applicant’s
possession. The conversion to an off-premise electronic message board may include
structural changes but shall not increase the degree of nonconformity beyond that of the
original sign.

For the purpose of this section, an active nonconforming off-premise sign is one that
meets the following criteria within the past twelve ( 12) months:

1. has not been abandoned,

2. has had its copy face changed, or

3. has received income on the copy face

Electronic message boards shall be static and nonanimated and shall remain fixed
for a minimum of 8 seconds. Messages must transition instantly, with no transition
graphics. The luminance may not exceed 5,000 nits (candela per square meter) between
sunrise and sunset or 250 nits during nighttime hours.



Planning Streets and Traffic Committee
Staff Analysis
May 22, 2023

REQUEST:
Bill No. 7986 - A bill to amend the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Charleston, as amended, by adding
Section 24-100-11 relating to off-premise electronic message boards.

APPLICABLE CODE:
Charleston Zoning Ordinance, adopted November 21, 2005, Article 24, Sec. 24-100-11.

STANDARD OF REVIEW:

The amendment is a change to the zoning ordinance, which requires a legislative decision. The
Committee is charged with reviewing the recommendation of the Planning Commission and forwarding
a recommendation to the City Council for final action. The Committee should determine if the text
amendment is consistent with the goals and objectives of the Comprehensive Plan.

HISTORY:

The idea behind the request was presented to the city by WV Outdoor. Staff worked with WV Outdoor
over the last year to draft an ordinance that balances the desire of outdoor advertising companies to
leverage the latest digital technology with the City’s goal of reducing sign clutter and improving
aesthetics.

The amendment proposes the following:
e Existing billboards can be converted to digital billboards if the petitioner removes nonconforming
billboards of equal or greater sign area somewhere else in the city.

¢ New digital billboards may be erected if the petitioner removes nonconforming billboards with at
least twice as much sign area somewhere else in the city.

e To address potential adverse impacts, the bill requires digital billboards to remain static and
nonanimated for a minimum of eight seconds. Messages must transition instantly with no transition
graphics. Additionally, digital billboards cannot exceed 5,000 nits between sunrise and sunset or 250
nits during nighttime hours.

ANALYSIS:
The bill creates an incentive for outdoor advertising companies to reduce the amount of sign clutter in
the City. Similar amendments are becoming increasingly popular around the country.

RECOMMENDATION AND FINDINGS:
Staff recommends approval for the following reason:
1. The amendment will encourage a reduction in the number of nonconforming billboards while
requiring performance standards that maintain quality aesthetics and addresses distracted
driver concerns.
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Bill No. 7989
Introduced in Council

May 1, 2023

Passed by Council

Introduced by

Pam Burka

Referred to

Municipal Planning Commission
Planning, Streets, and Traffic

Bill No. 7989 — A bill amending the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Charleston, West
Virginia, enacted the 1%t day of January 2006, as amended, and the map made a part
thereof, by rezoning from an R-O district to a C-8 district, that certain parcel of land
identified as 4415 MacCorkle Ave SE, Charleston, WV, 25304

Be it Ordained by the City Council of the City of Charleston, West Virginia:

1. The Zoning Ordinance of the City of Charleston, West Virginia, enacted
the 1st day of January 2006, as amended, is hereby amended by rezoning from an
R-O district to a C-8 district the whole of the following described parcel of land:

a) Parcel No. 123 as shown on Kanawha City Tax Map No. 16.
Subject parcel legally described as "LTS 13-14-15-16 BK 98
MCCORKLE AVE 4417”. Said tax map is of record in the

Planning Office.

2. The Zoning Map, attached to and made a part of said Zoning Ordinance,
is hereby amended in accordance with Article 27 of this ordinance.

3. All prior ordinances, or parts of ordinances, inconsistent with this
ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistency.












Planning Streets and Traffic Committee
Staff Analysis
May 22, 2023

REQUEST:

Bill No. 7982 — A bill amending the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Charleston, West Virginia, enacted
the 1st day of January 2006, as amended, and the map made a part thereof, by rezoning from an R-O
district to a C-8 district, that certain parcel of land identified as 4415 MacCorkle Ave SE, Charleston, WV,
25304.

APPLICABLE CODE:
Charleston Zoning Ordinance, adopted January 1, 2006, Article 29.

STANDARD OF REVIEW:

A rezoning is a change to the zoning map, which requires a legislative decision. Therefore, the
Committee’s role is to make a recommendation to the City Council. The Committee should determine if
the request is spot zoning and if it is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan. A rezoning is considered
spot zoning when all the following factors are present: A small parcel of land is singled out for special
and privileged treatment; The singling out is not in the public interest but only for the benefit of the
landowner; the action is not in accordance with the comprehensive plan. If a request is inconsistent with
the comprehensive plan, the committee should consider if the original zoning classification was in error,
or if the character of the area has changed significantly since the adoption of the comprehensive plan.
Proposed uses should be treated with care, because once rezoned, any use that is permitted within the
district would be permitted ‘by right’ with no review by the Committee.

HISTORY:

The parcel in question is currently zoned both C-8 and R-O. The division of this property’s zoning
occurred when previous ordinances No. 3063 and No. 3728 changed previous parcels — which had
different borders and incorporated different lots — into a unified zone of then C-6, now C-8, zoning
amongst the R-O corridor along MacCorkle Ave SE. The petitioner seeks to fix this split zoning by having
the current parcel zoned exclusively C-8.

ANALYSIS:

Existing Land Use and Zoning: The parcel in question is currently zoned both C-8 and R-O and currently
consists of a single commercial structure.

Surrounding Land Use and Zoning: The property resides on the southern side of the 4400 block of
MacCorkle Ave SE. The parcels abutting MacCorkle in this area of Kanawha City has been zoned R-O for
quite some time and is currently designated as a Mixed-Use Corridor amongst the Traditional
Neighborhood block of Kanawha City.

Current Zoning: The current R-O and C-8 split zoning of the parcel severely limits further commercial
development due to the inherent confusion over proper application of zoning restrictions. At present,
the proper application would most likely be of the more restrictive R-O designation.

Proposed Zoning: The C-8 Village Commercial District designation would allow for a greater variety of
commercial development of the parcel.

Compliance with the Comprehensive Plan: The comprehensive plan’s future land use map designates
this property as being part of a mixed-use corridor within the greater residential Traditional
Neighborhood area in Kanawha City. Elsewhere on the corridor, R-O zoning complies with this
utilization, but since the early 1980’s this part of the 4400 block of MacCorkle has been designated a














































































































































Planning Streets and Traffic Committee
Staff Analysis
May 22, 2023

REQUEST: Bill No. 7990 - A Bill to repeal and replace Chapter 91, Article Il of the Code of the City of
Charleston, as amended, relating to updating the floodplain regulations.

LOCATION: The Incorporated City of Charleston, WV
APPLICABLE CODE: Chapter 91, Article Il of the Code of the City of Charleston

HISTORY: FEMA created new flood insurance rate maps for Kanawha County after the devasting
Clendenin flooding. The new maps do not change anything in Charleston other than the publish date on
the maps. However, FEMA requires local governments to update their ordinances to reflect the new
map date. The last major revision to the regs was in 2007. Staff reviewed the State’s latest model
floodplain ordinance and are proposing changes based on their recommendations. Most of the changes
relate to expanding the list definitions, adopting best practices, taking advantage of new technological
advances with the mapping.

SUMMARY:
This proposal will bring the City’s current flood ordinances into current compliance with mandates from
FEMA and into parity with the State’s Model Ordinance.

RECOMMENDATION AND FINDINGS:
Staff still recommends approval for the following reasons:
1. The adoption of updated map dates is necessary for federal compliance and insurance purposes,
and
2. Bringing the City’s flood ordinances into parity with the model State ordinances updates the
code to the latest best practices in floodplain management.
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Bill No. 7993
Passed by Council:

Introduced in Council

May 1, 2023
Introduced by: Referred to:
Beth Kerns Planning, Streets and Traffic

Bill No. 7993 - A Bill to Amend and reenact Ordinance 7371 by establishing two-hour
parking from 8:00am to 5:00pm, Monday through Saturday on the northerly side of
Bigley Avenue from a point 43 feet west of Cora Street to a point 165 feet west of Cora
Street and amending the Traffic Control Map and Traffic Control File, established by the
code of the City of Charleston, West Virginia, two thousand and three, as amended,
Traffic Laws, Section 263, Division 2, Article 4, Chapter 114, to conform therewith.

Be it Ordained by the Council of the City of Charleston, West Virginia:

Section 1. A Bill to Amend and reenact Ordinance 7371 by establishing two-hour
parking from 8:00am to 5:00pm, Monday through Saturday on the northerly side of
Bigley Avenue from a point 43 feet west of Cora Street to a point 165 feet west of Cora
Street

Section 2. The Traffic Control Map and Traffic Control File, established by the code
of the City of Charleston, West Virginia, two thousand and three, as amended, Traffic
Laws, Section 263, Division 2, Article 4, Chapter 114, shall be and hereby are
amended, to conform to this Ordinance.

Section 3. All prior Ordinances, inconsistent with this Ordinance are hereby
repealed to the extent of said inconsistency.
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