
 
 

Charleston Board of Zoning Appeals 
AGENDA 

8:30 a.m., Thursday, March 25, 2021 

 
Join via internet at: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82745242374?pwd=ZGs5QTNYN2RHMSthMDduTy8yV3F1Zz09 
Or call: 312-626-6799 or 929-436-2866 or 346-248-7799 

Webinar ID: 827 4524 2374 
Password: 968609 

 
 
I. Items for Review 
 

VAR-21-2992 
Application of West Virginia Health Right requesting a parking variance in order to expand the health 
care facility on the property located at 1520 Washington Street, East. 
 

CUP-21-0210 
Application of West Virginia Health Right requesting a conditional use permit in order to establish 
restricted accessory parking areas on the properties located at 1521 & 1523 Jackson Street.   
 

CUP-21-0211 
Application of Patrick McMullen requesting a conditional use permit in order to serve alcoholic 
beverages accessory to a restaurant and golf simulator on the property located at 1022 Bridge Road. 
 
 

CUP-18-0177 
Request for Extension 

Application of Dustan Tanner on behalf of The Bullock Distillery LLC for a conditional use permit in order 
to operate a distillery selling alcoholic beverages for off-premise consumption on the property located 
at 121 West Washington Street. 
 
 
II. Approval of minutes for the March 11, 2021 hearing. 
 
 
 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82745242374?pwd=ZGs5QTNYN2RHMSthMDduTy8yV3F1Zz09
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March 16, 2021

Proposed Health Right Addition

SCALE:  1" = 20'-0"

Site Plan

DEVELOPMENT SUMMARY

14,400 SF
16,800 SF

EXISTING BUILDING (2-STORIES)
PROPOSED ADDITIO (3-STORIES)

TOTAL       31,200 SF

  TOTAL  128 SPACES

AREA

PARKING

EXISTING PARKING
NEW + CHURCH PARKING

57 SPACES
71 SPACES

REQUIRED PARKING PER ZONING
(1 SPACE PER 200 SF)

156 SPACES (-28)

PARKING AT 1 SPACE PER 300 SF 104 SPACES (+24)
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       March 20, 2021 

 

Lori Brannon 

Municipal Planning Commission 

City of Charleston 

916 Quarrier Street, Suite 1 

Charleston, W 25301 

 

Re: West Virginia Health Right applications for conditional use permit and variance 

 

This letter is in opposition to West Virginia Health Right’s applications for conditional use permit and 

zoning variance involving 1521 and 1523 Jackson Street.  

 

Last fall, when Health Right sought the same thing for 1513, 1515, 1517, and 1519 Jackson Street, I wrote a 

letter in opposition. In that letter, I asked, “If the City of Charleston approves the current request,  how long 

will it be before either Health Right of someone else will seek yet another?” Here we are a mere six months 

down the road, and Health Right once again is wanting to turn the back of two more Jackson Street lots into 

parking and again citing the conditional use permit that Abundant Life Ministries obtained for a lot in the 

same block of Jackson Street.  

 

Health Right first sought a year ago to install a parking lot that would have destroyed four houses on Jackson 

Street. Having, I suppose, been guided by the City of Charleston to go back and ask for something that did 

not out-and-out call for tearing down the houses, with the help of the city, Health Right came back with the 

plan to subdivide the properties, sell the front halves, and turn the back halves into parking. Jackson Street 

residents put up a valiant fight but lost. Some of those residents no longer live on Jackson Street.  

 

As far as those four houses are concerned, the last six months have not been kind. Two have suffered f ires,  

one of which was so damaging that the house had to be torn down immediately. The other looks none too 

good from the street, begging the question of whether it can be salvaged. 

 

What of the two subject properties? One was damaged by fire a few years ago and hasn’t been habitable 

since. The former owner tried in vain to find a way to repair it at a price he could afford but ultimately was 

not successful. Health Right will, of course, sell off the subdivided parcels with houses, as they presumably 

have done with the other four, to someone who is interested in owning rental property, able to renovate more 

cheaply, and re-coup the cost through rental income. While I have nothing against renters, if these houses are 

occupied by transitory tenants with no interest in Jackson Street, a situation that seems to exist with the 

house on the other side of me, it will be of no benefit to the neighborhood. 

 

As I look at Jackson Street today, I think of my grandparents, who bought the house in which I live more 

than eighty years ago. Then, it was a nice, safe neighborhood in which people could raise their children. 

Roosevelt Junior High was at the corner, and there were grocery stores a short distance away. Would my 

grandparents choose Jackson Street today? Of course not.  

 

I recognize that neighborhoods change over time. New neighborhoods develop, and older ones may decay 

and die. Does the latter have to happen? No. However, I believe that the survival of these older 

neighborhoods is as much dependent on the commitment of larger civic and political entities as it is on the 



residents themselves. Do I see that commitment? No. Jackson Street holds no interest to those entities. After  

all, according to Health Right’s application, “one national real estate company” found that houses in the 

25311 zip code (25311 actually includes far more than the East End downtown area) have declined in value.  

More relevant, “Generally, homes on Jackson Street are valued at 14.2% lower than the median home in the 

East End.” To put it bluntly, Jackson Street and its residents are expendable. 

 

Events of this past year clearly have shown the future of Jackson Street. A year ago, some of us had a 

modicum of hope that things still might be turned around. Six months ago, as we took on Goliath,  we still 

hoped that maybe, just maybe, we could fend off those who would destroy us. Now, as I come down the 

street and see the devastation, the only thing that enters my mind is the phrase from Dante’s Divine Comedy: 

“All hope abandon, ye who enter here.” 

 

        Sincerely, 

 
 

 

       Mary Johnson 

       1525 Jackson Street 

       Charleston, WV 25311 
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