














May 27, 2020 
  
To:       Dan Vriendt, Director of Planning, City of Charleston 
  
From:  Matt Ballard, President/CEO and Susie Salisbury, VP, Charleston Area Alliance 
  
Re:       VAR #20-2979 606 Morris Street 
  
The Charleston Area Alliance is in support of VAR #20-2979 for the redevelopment of 606 

Morris Street.  The Alliance has recently undertaken a new strategic planning process and one of 

the major goals is to assist in the redevelopment of multifamily housing in Charleston’s 

downtown district.  606 Morris Street is a prime location for the 39 planned units of 

housing.  The developer is planning on using two incentives, Historic Tax Credits and Low 

Income Housing Tax Credits, both of which have been used extensively across the United States 

in adaptive reuse of historic properties.  
  
The Charleston Area Alliance is an economic and community development 

organization working toward creating a more prosperous Kanawha Valley.  
  
Thank you, 
Susie Salisbury 
304-340-4253 
 



















RESIDENTS OF YORKTOWNE 
 

May 24, 2020 
 
Charleston Board of Zoning Appeals 
ATTN: Lori Brannon, Planner 
915 Quarrier Street, Suite 1 
Charleston, West Virginia 25301 
 

RE: CUP-20-0202 & VAR-20-2980 (Application of Jarrett Construction Services) 
 
Dear Ms. Brannon: 
 
The Residents of Yorktowne Subdivision write to oppose Jarrett ConƐƚƌƵcƚion͛Ɛ ƌeƋƵeƐƚ foƌ a 
conditional use permit to erect a large off-premises sign along Parkway Road next to the entrance 
of the Bible Center Church. The reasons for our opposition include the following: (1) permitting 
the construction of the proposed large sign will be ƚƌanƐfoƌm ƚhe aƌea͛Ɛ ǁooded aeƐƚheƚic and 
may create advertising sprawl, (2) permitting the sign will set a precedent that will encourage 
additional permit requests in the Southridge area that will degrade the balanced commercial and 
residential use of the immediate area, and (3) permitting the sign will set a precedent that will 
have negative city-wide implications.   
 
Jarrett Construction proposes to erect a permanent monument sign that is 43 square feet in size. 
A sign of this magnitude will at once transform the current peaceful wooded aesthetic of Parkway 
Road into an advertising billboard tract. Moreover, the sign will presumably be lighted and may 
cause an unnecessary distraction to drivers on an already busy and steep stretch of road 
frequented by tractor-trailers delivering products to stores and non-city residents coming to shop 
in the area. We oppose the sign, in part, because erection of the sign will destroy the beauty of 
surrounding wooded area, create advertising tracts, and will increase the risk of distracted 
driving.  
 
Additionally, Yorktowne Residents are keenly aware that no off-premises signs exist in the 
Southridge area. Our area of the City represents a blend of both commercial and residential use, 
and a balance has existed between the two land uses for years. Both Yorktowne and Gettysburg 
have coexisted with businesses built up around them, in part, because all commercial signage in 
the area is confined to on-premises locations, preventing advertising and billboard sprawl and 
driver distraction. While permitting Jarrett ConƐƚƌƵcƚion͛Ɛ one Ɛign maǇ noƚ Ɛeem ƚo be a big deal 
by itself, Yorktowne Residents recognize that many property tracts remain undeveloped in the 
area. We are concerned that granting Jarrett ConƐƚƌƵcƚion͛Ɛ ƌeƋƵeƐƚ ǁill make iƚ difficƵlƚ foƌ ƚhe 
City to subsequently refuse to grant similar permits either by new developers or current business 
owners, leaving residents in the area surrounded by a farm of signs belonging to businesses 
whose properties are not even within eyesight. Such an occurrence will degrade the 
commercial/residential balance in the area, lower residential property values, and drive families 
away from residing in our neighborhoods. Please do not allow this area of the City to be turned 
into an advertising strip. 
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Finally, Yorktowne Residents recognize that off-premises signs are a relative rarity in the City of 
Charleston, as a whole. We believe that granting Jarrett ConƐƚƌƵcƚion͛Ɛ ƌeƋƵeƐƚ ǁill eƐƚabliƐh 
additional precedent for off-premises signs in the City that will spur similar requests in other parts 
of Charleston. Yorktowne Residents also have an interest in limiting the wide-spread use of off-
premises signage in the rest of the City, where we shop, eat, and worship. As discussed, off-
premises signs contribute to right-of-way advertising clutter and driver distraction and should 
not be routinely approved under a comprehensive zoning system meant to preserve community 
characteristics and standards.  
 
We strongly urge the Board of Zoning Appeals to not grant Jarrett ConƐƚƌƵcƚion͛Ɛ ƌeƋƵeƐƚ 
primarily due to the precedent the approval would establish in the Southridge area and the City 
as a whole.  
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
Residents of Yorktowne  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Tuesday, May 26, 2020 at 09:57:44 Eastern Daylight Time
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Subject: sign for nursing home near Yorktowne subdivision

Date: Friday, May 22, 2020 at 3:02:16 PM Eastern Daylight Time

From: Ann Knebel

To: Brannon, Lori

This email originated from an outside source: Do not open aJachments or links unless you know the content is safe.

Forward suspicious emails as an aJachment to: helpdesk@cityofcharleston.org

I am not in favor of changing the original size allowed for the sign.  There is a lot of empty land; we don’t know how

that will be used in the future.  There may be more businesses that start there, and once there is a precedent for

gaining a variance for the size of the sign, it will be hard to limit it.

mailto:helpdesk@cityofcharleston.org


Tuesday, May 26, 2020 at 09:55:55 Eastern Daylight Time
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Subject: Proposed sign for Harmony

Date: Monday, May 25, 2020 at 10:18:55 PM Eastern Daylight Time

From: Deb Klimek

To: Brannon, Lori

This email originated from an outside source: Do not open aFachments or links unless you know the content is safe.

Forward suspicious emails as an aFachment to: helpdesk@cityofcharleston.org

Dear Board of Zoning Appeals,

We moved to the previously serene Yorktowne neighborhood in 2003. Friendly neighbors with children abound. We

overlooked acres of forest yet sQll live in close proximity to stores and restaurants. Our house now overlooks JarreF

ConstrucQon’s 4-story nursing home complex on the Bible Center Church’s property. The landscape has changed

dramaQcally.

The city of Charleston does not typically allow off-premise signs. This long-standing standard was insQtuted because

off premise signs cluFer the landscape and ruin the natural aestheQcs of the environment. Please don’t alter the

natural beauty of this area any further. There are sQll vacant lots not yet developed in the Southridge area and giving

this business a sign zoning variance would set a bad precedence for other businesses in the future.

Deb Klimek and Mark Steinvurzel

mailto:helpdesk@cityofcharleston.org

