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MINUTES
FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING

6:15 P.M., APRIL 6, 2020
A/V CONFERENCE ROOM*

Joseph Jenkins, Chairperson, called the meeting of the Charleston City Council Committee on 
Finance to order at 6:15 p.m., April 6, 2020, in the Audio/Visual Room in City Hall*.

A silent roll was taken by the Clerk and a quorum was established.  The following committee 
members were present:

Joseph Jenkins, Chair
Bobby Reishman, Vice Chair
Brent Burton
Mary Beth Hoover
Will Laird 
Shannon Snodgrass
Keeley Steele

*In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the meeting of the Finance Committee was conducted 
electronically. The meeting was made available to the public as a live stream via Zoom and 
CivicClerk (per the agenda).
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I. DISCUSSION: 

a. Councilmember Reishman asked for unanimous consent to dispense with the reading 
of the minutes for the March 16, 2020 meeting and that they be approved as distributed. There 
was no objection and the minutes were approved.

II. RESOLUTIONS: 

a. Resolution No. 311-20 - Authorizing the Mayor or City Manager to submit an application 
to the WV Division of Homeland Security under the Emergency Management 
Performance Grant (EMPG) program in the amount of $87,144 for the Office of 
Emergency Management and administer any funds awarded.  These funds will provide 
50% reimbursement to the City for salaries and operating expenses of the Office of 
Emergency Management including equipment, supplies, cell phone, Metro 
Communications office rent and copier.

Be it Resolved by the Council of the City of Charleston, West Virginia: 

That the Mayor or City Manager is authorized to submit an application to the WV Division 
of Homeland Security under the Emergency Management Performance Grant (EMPG) 
program in the amount of $87,144 for the Office of Emergency Management, and 
administer any funds awarded.  These funds will provide 50% reimbursement to the City 
for salaries and operating expenses of the Office of Emergency Management including 
equipment, supplies, cell phone, Metro Communications office rent and copier.

City Manager, Jonathan Storage, added that the grant funds come from the US Department of 
Homeland Security and FEMA as part of the National Preparedness System. Each year, FEMA 
works with State governments to disburse funds to local governments and to manage the 
program. Charleston qualifies for $87,144 to offset the costs of salaries and operating expenses 
for the Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Management. 
 
Councilmember Reishman moved to approve the Resolution. With a majority of members 
present recorded thereon as voting in the affirmative, Chairperson Jenkins declared Resolution 
No. 311-20 approved.
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b. Resolution No. 312-20 - Authorizing the Mayor or City Manager to submit an application 
to the Department of Homeland Security/FEMA – Port Security Grant Program in the 
amount of $424,000 to provide funds for the purchase of a boat for the Charleston Fire 
Department and administer any funds awarded.  The City is required to provide a 25% 
match to supplement the grants funds comprised of training hours, yearly maintenance, 
fuel and storage fees.  

Be it Resolved by the Council of the City of Charleston, West Virginia: 

That the Mayor or City Manager is authorized to submit an application to the Department 
of Homeland Security/FEMA – Port Security Grant Program in the amount of $424,000 to 
provide funds for the purchase of a boat for the Charleston Fire Department and 
administer any funds awarded.  The City is required to provide a 25% match to 
supplement the grants funds comprised of training hours, yearly maintenance, fuel and 
storage fees.  

Storage added that the City’s current CFD boat is over 14 years old and needs replaced. The CFD’s 
boat is the ONLY emergency boat on the Kanawha River that is capable of fire and rescue 
activities. The boat responds to an average of 10-15 actual response calls. Other uses include any 
firework activity occurring at Haddad Park, or near the river, Sports Fest, Symphony on the River, 
Live on the Levee, Governor’s Cup or any other large event were significant boat traffic is 
expected. During the airport slip the boat was staged and setup to provide water supply for the 
Barlow Drive area due to hydrants being shut down and limited access to fire apparatus. The boat 
was also used when Marathon Oil lost water supply to protect the large above ground fuel 
storage tanks.  CFD now has the capability to respond and assist in keeping chemicals out of the 
water supply for American Water. The present boat can flow 750 gallons per minute, but to meet 
Insurance Service Office (ISO) requirements as a secondary water supply, CFD needs to have the 
capacity of 3500/gpm. Current boat does not have heating or cooling options, not only creating 
hazards for our crew, but without a way to defrost windows our crews cannot safely see to 
operate. Other issues that CFD has run into is with the lack of an on-board generator/power 
supply, the engines have needed to run at idle for long periods of time. This has added increase 
wear and tear on our current motors. The new boat provides numerous upgrades to the pump, 
the rescue capability, and the response to hazardous material on the river.  With barge traffic 
and increase in pleasure boat activities, the need has risen for a boat that is able to provide 
additional water flow as well as faster response. With the upgrade to the boat, the CFD will also 
see significant upgrades to the technology to find missing persons both on the shorelines and 
when submerged in water. The boat is also used for training operations for fire attack, dive 
rescue, and surface water rescue.  The CFD additionally uses the boat to train with Dow and other 
chemical companies.

Councilmember Steele confirmed that the old boat will be sold during auction. 

Councilmember Jenkins reminded the Committee that the City had applied for this grant last 
year, which was not awarded, so this is a new application. 
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Councilmember Reishman moved to approve the Resolution. With a majority of members 
present recorded thereon as voting in the affirmative, Chairperson Jenkins declared Resolution 
No. 312-20 approved.
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c. Resolution No. 314-20 - Authorizing approval of Amendment No. 8 in the FY 2019-2020 
General Fund Budget as indicated on the attached list of accounts. 

Be it Resolved by the Council of the City of Charleston, West Virginia: 

That Amendment No. 8 in the FY 2019-2020 General Fund Budget as indicated on the 
attached list of accounts is approved. 

Storage added that the budget amendment will give effect to Resolution No. 300-20, which 
authorized the early pay off of 2 municipal bonds. The amendment recognizes the receipt of 
funds from the Municipal Bond Commission, which is currently holding funds on the City’s behalf, 
and then reflecting the expense of those funds as a debt service payment. They are a 2009 series 
for Arts & Sciences, which were used to help fund the building of the Clay Center, and 2010 Series 
Public Safety Bonds, which were used to build the Dudley Farms Public Safety Center at South 
Ridge – currently leased to the City of South Charleston as a partnership for the provision of fire 
protection in that area. Paying off the bonds early will save the General Fund around $314,000 
per year by eliminating the need to make payments on the principal and accumulated interest.

Councilmember Reishman moved to approve the Resolution. With a majority of members 
present recorded thereon as voting in the affirmative Chairperson Jenkins declared Resolution 
No. 314-20 approved.
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d. Resolution No. 317-20 - Authorizing the Mayor or City Manager to purchase two (2) Street 
Sweepers from West Virginia Tractor Company for $234,000 each pursuant to a 
competitive bidding process. The vehicles will be used by the Street Department. 

Be it Resolved by the Council of the City of Charleston, West Virginia: 

The Mayor or City Manager is authorized to purchase to purchase two (2) Street Sweepers 
from West Virginia Tractor Company for $234,000 each pursuant to a competitive bidding 
process. The vehicles will be used by the Street Department.

Storage added that on March 26, 2020, the City Manager’s Office opened bids for the purchase 
of 2 street sweepers. One bid was received from WV Tractor Company. The unit price for the 
$234,000, for a total price of $468,000. The vendor qualified for local vendor preference. The 
price received in the bids is on par with budget estimates for the equipment. The Administration 
does not believe re-advertising the solicitation will yield a better price, and we recommend 
approval of the purchase.

Councilmember Hoover confirmed that this is part of the normal replacement cycle. 

Councilmember Jenkins confirmed that the old models will be sold at auction. 

Councilmember Reishman moved to approve the Resolution. With a majority of members 
present recorded thereon as voting in the affirmative Chairperson Jenkins declared Resolution 
No. 317-20 approved.

Purchase of Two (2) Street Sweepers
Project No. 2020-008

Bid Opening: March 26, 2020 @ 10:30 a.m.
West Virginia Tractor Company
P.O. Box 473

Charleston, WV 25322
P: (304) 346-5301

wvtractor@msn.com

Project Total $468,000.00

Local Vendor Preference 
($5,000)

$463,000.00

Project Completion 120 days

Successful Bidder 
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e. Resolution No. 318-20 - Authorizing the Chief of Police and the Charleston Police 
Department to enter into a Memorandum of Understanding with the United States 
Department of Justice, Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) concerning the use and 
abuse of controlled substances, and setting forth the responsibilities of the  West Virginia 
High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area Task Force Group (Charleston), concerning the use 
and abuse of controlled substances. 

Now, therefore, be it Resolved by the Council of the City of Charleston, West Virginia:

That the City Council authorizes the Chief of Police and the Charleston Police Department 
to enter into a Memorandum of Understanding with the United States Department of 
Justice, Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) concerning the use and abuse of 
controlled substances, and setting forth the responsibilities of the  West Virginia High 
Intensity Drug Trafficking Area Task Force Group (Charleston), concerning the use and 
abuse of controlled substances.

Storage added that the MOU permits select members of CPD to participate in DEA taskforce 
activities, and allows for overtime reimbursement up to $18,649 per officer. 

Councilmember Jenkins added that the Committee had previously approved a similar resolution 
last year, so this is a common practice. 

Councilmember Reishman moved to approve the Resolution. With a majority of members 
present recorded thereon as voting in the affirmative Chairperson Jenkins declared Resolution 
No. 318-20 approved.
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f. Resolution No. 320-20 - Authorizing the Mayor or City Manager to purchase a 2020 Ford 
Explorer K8B from Thornhill Group, Inc., in the amount of $28,321, pursuant to a 
competitively-sourced statewide contract through the West Virginia Purchasing Division. 
The vehicle will replace the current vehicle assigned to the Chief of Police, and the cost of 
the purchase will be expensed to the Police Department’s Unclaimed Property Account.

Be it Resolved by the Council of the City of Charleston, West Virginia: 

The Mayor or City Manager is authorized to purchase a 2020 Ford Explorer K8B from 
Thornhill Group, Inc., in the amount of $28,321, pursuant to a competitively-sourced 
statewide contract through the West Virginia Purchasing Division. The vehicle will replace 
the current vehicle assigned to the Chief of Police, and the cost of the purchase will be 
expensed to the Police Department’s Unclaimed Property Account.

Storage added that the purchase of this vehicle will replace the Chief’s current vehicle. The Chief’s 
current vehicle will be passed down to another CPD Division for use until it ends its capital use 
life cycle.

Councilmember Reishman moved to approve the Resolution. With a majority of members 
present recorded thereon as voting in the affirmative Chairperson Jenkins declared Resolution 
No. 320-20 approved.
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g. Resolution No. 321-20 Authorizing the Mayor or City Manager to enroll in the State 
Auditor’s Local Government Purchasing Card Program pursuant to the terms of the 
attached Local Government Purchasing Card Participation Agreement.

Be it Resolved by the Council of the City of Charleston, West Virginia: 

The Mayor or City Manager is authorized to enroll in the State Auditor’s Local 
Government Purchasing Card Program pursuant to the terms of the attached Local 
Government Purchasing Card Participation Agreement.

Storage added that the Administration is recommending participation in the State Auditor’s Local 
Government PCard Program. It will allow the City to set its own Credit Limit, has fewer hassles, 
good customer service through Fifth Third Bank, multiple accounts and has easy reconciliation of 
purchases. The program also allows for a rebate where a percentage of every transaction with 
go back to the City as part of the General Budget allocation, which the current credit card does 
not offer. 

Councilmember Snodgrass said that, in her experience, the program was very organized and easy 
to track. 

Councilmember Reishman moved to approve the Resolution. With a majority of members 
present recorded thereon as voting in the affirmative Chairperson Jenkins declared Resolution 
No. 321-20 approved.
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h. Resolution No. 322-20 Authorizing the Mayor or City Manager to purchase a Toolcat 5600 
with 62” bucket road cab package from Bobcat of Advantage Valley, Cross Lanes, WV, in 
the amount of $48,442, as a result of a competitive procurement process administered 
by Sourcewell, an administrative governmental agency of the State of Minnesota. The 
purchase is for the Public Grounds Department to replace Unit 382 as part of the regular 
replacement cycle. 

Be it Resolved by the Council of the City of Charleston, West Virginia: 

The Mayor or City Manager is authorized to purchase a Toolcat 5600 with 62” bucket road 
cab package from Bobcat of Advantage Valley, Cross Lanes, WV, in the amount of $48,442, 
as a result of a competitive procurement process administered by Sourcewell, a 
purchasing cooperative administrative agency of the State of Minnesota. The purchase is 
for the Public Grounds Department to replace Unit 382 as part of the regular replacement 
cycle.

Storage added that Sourcewell, formerly the National Joint Powers Alliance, is a purchasing 
cooperative of many states and local governments, similar to the National Association of State 
Procurement Officials (“NASPO”). The City has already harnessed the power of cooperative 
purchasing with the recent purchase of a firetruck through NASPO. Sourcewell is a governmental 
agency of the State of Minnesota, and its employees are government workers. Minnesota invites 
governmental entities from all over the country to participate in its competitively sourced 
purchasing cooperative to leverage large buying power. The City has been using Sourcewell for 
the last 3 years and has found that the pricing available under national competitive contracting 
practices are much better than having the City solicit purchasing opportunities in just the 
Charleston local market. Charleston does not have the pay a fee to use the service, as the cost of 
participating in the competitive contracting process is paid by the vendor.

Councilmember Reishman moved to approve the Resolution. With a majority of members 
present recorded thereon as voting in the affirmative Chairperson Jenkins declared Resolution 
No. 322-20 approved.
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i. Resolution No. 323-20 Authorizing the Mayor or City Manager to purchase a Kubota 
L47TLB-B from State Equipment, Inc., Cross Lanes, WV, in the amount of $56,708.52, as a 
result of a competitive procurement process administered by Sourcewell, an 
administrative governmental agency of the State of Minnesota. The purchase is for the 
Spring Hill Cemetery to replace Unit 210 as part of the regular replacement cycle. 

Be it Resolved by the Council of the City of Charleston, West Virginia: 

The Mayor or City Manager is authorized to purchase a Kubota L47TLB-B from State 
Equipment, Inc., Cross Lanes, WV, in the amount of $56,708.52, as a result of a 
competitive procurement process administered by Sourcewell, an administrative 
governmental agency of the State of Minnesota. The purchase is for the Spring Hill 
Cemetery to replace Unit 210 as part of the regular replacement cycle.

Storage added that the Administration recommends award of the purchase based on the contract 
pricing offered by Sourcewell; no taxes are applied to the purchase. 

Councilmember Reishman moved to approve the Resolution. With a majority of members 
present recorded thereon as voting in the affirmative Chairperson Jenkins declared Resolution 
No. 323-20 approved.
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j. Resolution No. 324-20 Authorizing the Mayor or City Manager to purchase a CASE 580 
Super N Tractor Loader Backhoe from State Equipment, Inc., Cross Lanes, WV, in the 
amount of $108,932.82, as a result of a competitive procurement process administered 
by Sourcewell, an administrative governmental agency of the State of Minnesota. The 
purchase is for the Street Department to replace Unit 77 as part of the regular 
replacement cycle. 

Be it Resolved by the Council of the City of Charleston, West Virginia: 

The Mayor or City Manager is authorized to purchase a CASE 580 Super N Tractor Loader 
Backhoe from State Equipment, Inc., Cross Lanes, WV, in the amount of $108,932.82, as 
a result of a competitive procurement process administered by Sourcewell, an 
administrative governmental agency of the State of Minnesota. The purchase is for the 
Street Department to replace Unit 77 as part of the regular replacement cycle.

Storage added that the Administration recommends award of the purchase based on the contract 
pricing offered by Sourcewell; no taxes are applied to the purchase. He added that by using 
Sourcewell, the City will be saving $62,831 off of the list price.

Councilmember Reishman moved to approve the Resolution. With a majority of members 
present recorded thereon as voting in the affirmative Chairperson Jenkins declared Resolution 
No. 324-20 approved.
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Councilmember Reishman asked for a refresher as to the rules pertaining to discussions or 
questions of items outside of meetings. City Attorney, Kevin Baker, responded that, just as 
when the Committees is able to meet in person, the rules of the Open Governmental Meetings 
Act still apply. While the Ethics Commission has confirmed that video/audio conferencing meets 
the requirements of holding a public meeting, there still needs to be proper notice, and the 
public still needs to be able to attend the meeting at least virtually. Any discussions involving an 
item on an agenda need to be conducted in the open meeting as has always been the practice. 
One on one conversations are allowed, but any conversation that goes toward reaching an 
agreement with a quorum of a Committee present must be done in a public meeting (with the 
exception of an Executive Session). 

Councilmember Reishman motioned to adjourn the meeting.  

Meeting adjourned.


